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aquarium lighting
In the aquarium hobby, the goal is usually to recreate an 

environment that is suitable for aquatic life and is interest-
ing to view. Water quality and temperature are some of the 
primary concerns, but often lighting is overlooked. There are 
many different varieties of fish and other aquatic life available 
in the hobby today; some of them require specialized lighting, 
and some of them simply display much better under appropri-
ate lighting. Having the right lamp on your tank can increase 
breeding success, accelerate growth, and enhance coloration in 
many aquatic organisms.

Zoo Med’s aquatic bulbs are all German-made “T-8” fluores-
cents that provide more light while using less energy than stan-
dard fluorescents, and are effective for up to 10,000 hours.

UltraSun: Appearance: bright white light
Use this bulb when you need clean white daylight in fresh 

or saltwater applications. The UltraSun will make the colors of 
your fish, plants, corals, etc. look very similar to the way that 
they would look in natural sunlight. The bright white light 
from this bulb will promote growth in plants and marine algae 
and allow for very natural and pleasing viewing.

TropicSun: Appearance: yellowish white light
This is Zoo Med’s most economical lamp. It is a less expensive 

alternative to the UltraSun, and still provides many of the same 
benefits to freshwater aquariums. The TropicSun is also avail-
able in a 12” size for very small tanks.

CoralSun: Appearance: very blue light
If you have a saltwater tank with corals, anemones, macro-

algae, or other specimens that rely on photosynthesis then you 
need an actinic lamp like the CoralSun in addition to a daylight 
bulb. The strong blue output of the CoralSun will promote 
photosynthesis as well as give your tank a deeper water look. 
Use in conjunction with an UltraSun or Ocean Sun.

FloraSun: Appearance: pinkish white light
The Flora Sun promotes growth in freshwater live plants by 
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providing more of the light that they use for photosynthesis. 
Use this bulb together with the UltraSun or the TropicSun for 
the best viewing and growth in freshwater tanks.

ReefSun: Appearance: white light
A 50/50 combination of the CoralSun and the UltraSun in 

one lamp, the Reef sun is ideal for small marine tanks. It pro-
vides daylight as well as actinic light to boost photosynthesis. If 
you have saltwater animals that photosynthesize and you can 
only use one bulb, make it the ReefSun.

OceanSun: Appearance: bluish bright-white light
The 10,00K output of the OceanSun simulates deeper water 

environments and makes saltwater fish and corals appear as 
they would at reef depth in nature. It is a very “crisp” looking 
light that is perfect for saltwater fish, or in combination with 
the CoralSun for reef tanks.

Freshwater
Community Fish
(livebearers, tetras, barbs, etc.)
Live Plants
(all)
African Cichlids
(zebras, peacocks, etc.)
Very Shy Fish
(discus, some dwarf cichlids, etc.)

Saltwater
Community Fish
(damsels, wrasses, angelfish, etc.)
Large Predatory Fish
(lionfish, groupers, puffers, etc.)
Deep Water Fish

Reef Tanks
(live corals, macroalgae, etc.)
Small Tanks w/single lamp
that have some invertebrates

=	A good choice for that tank type

=	An option, but not as good as

=	Use these lamps in combination 	
	 with other for that tank type



For our FREE Catalog of all  
Zoo Med products contact:

Zoo Med Laboratories, Inc.
3650 Sacramento Drive

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Tel: (805) 542-9988
FAX: (805) 542-9295

email: zoomed@zoomed.com
www.zoomed.com

In Europe, write to:
ZOO MED EUROPA
Klein Hagelkruis 13

2180 Ekeren Antwerpen Belgium
Tel: +32 475 763 663

email: zoomed-europe@pandora.be

In Japan, write to:
Zoo Med Japan Co., Ltd.

6-14-3 Sakae Cho
Yaizu, Shizuoka 425 JAPAN
email: zoomedjpn@aol.com
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